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IMPROVEMENT OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRAINING
OF FUTURE PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS

The article focuses on the necessity of forming foreign language communicative competence of future primary
school teachers as a condition of their successful professional activities in the period of active integration of Ukraine
into the European and the world educational space. The expansion of international cooperation requires modern spe-
cialists’ command of a foreign language as a tool which not only allows to navigate in the modern society fluently, but
also to perform their professional functions efficiently, to expand their professional and cultural horizons in the process
of attracting them to diverse sources of information. The necessity of learning a foreign language arises at primary
school, and, consequently, there is a necessity of training pedagogues, capable of forming junior schoolchildren’s for-
eign communicative competence. The main emphasis in teaching a foreign language should be placed on mastering
language and speech competences, it is necessary to develop future specialist’s ability to communicate in a foreign
language in real professional pedagogical situations in order to encourage the subjects of the educational process. The
modern innovative teaching technologies (information-communicational (computer), game, training) form the basis of
teaching a foreign language for specific purposes. The game technologies arise special interest of students, for example
a business game reproduces the behaviour and work of individual employees: teachers, principals, head teachers, class
teachers. These technologies bring them closer to their future professional duties, provide the opportunity to prepare
for the teaching practice at school, to acquire the necessary abilities and skills of communication with the primary
school pupils. The use of common traditional methods of active learning provides the achievement of educational goal
of learning a foreign language. They are verbal — conversation, dialogue: visual — interactive demonstration, corporate
— working in small groups, carousel; collective-group —analysis of situations, brainstorming, problem solving: situa-
tion-simulation games; discussion — discussion, debates; research — method of projects.
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Introduction

The formation of future primary school teachers’
foreign language communicative competence as a neces-
sary condition of their successful professional activities in
the period of active integration of Ukraine into the Euro-
pean and the world educational space is one of the most
difficult problems of modern higher educational institu-
tions. First of all it is explained by the new vision of the
functions of a foreign language in people’s life and its
status in the society, which results in corresponding
changes in the programs for foreign language teaching. A
foreign language becomes the means of intercultural
communication and command of it leads to mutual under-
standing in any multicultural and multilingual space. The
most important task for the university graduates is not
only practical mastery of a foreign language, but also
acquisition of those social and cultural communicative
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and behavioural skills that will help them in the future.
We should mention that the expansion of international
cooperation requires modern specialists’ command of a
foreign language as a tool, which not only allows to navi-
gate in the modern society, but also to perform their pro-
fessional functions efficiently, to expand their profession-
al and cultural horizons in the process making them famil-
iar with diverse sources of information. Hence the neces-
sity of learning a foreign language arises at primary
school, and, consequently, there is a necessity in training
teachers, capable of forming junior schoolchildren’s for-
eign-language communicative competence. It is the ap-
propriate period for the formation of key communicative
competence, which is manifested in the ability to use the
language (all kinds of speech activity) in the process of
communication, understanding the world, solving existen-
tial problems. That is why the search for the effective
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means of the formation of future primary school teachers’
communicative competence is one of the most important
tasks of national pedagogical science and first of all it
concerns linguistic didactics.

Taking into account the urgency of the issue studied,
a number of both Ukrainian and foreign scientists have
been investigating its various aspects (for example,
O. Bida, L. Koval, O. Komar, S. Martynenko, O. Mytnyk,
L. Khomych, L. Khorunzha). Innovative approaches in
teaching linguistic and linguistic-didactic disciplines have
been studied by M. Vashulenko, N. Holub, S. Karaman,
L. Matsko, M. Pentyliuk, O. Pometun, etc. Methods of
forming foreign language communicative competence
have been examined by domestic and foreign scientists-
methodologists (I. Berman, V. Bukhbinder, V. Koro-
styliov, S. Shatilov, V. Hnatkevych, Yu. Passov,
H. Kitaihorodskyi, B. Labinska, O. Tarnopolskyi,
E. Miroshnychenko, 1. Batsenko, V. Borshchovetska,
R. Ellis, J. Nation, N. Schmitt W. Widdowson, etc.).
However, some aspects of the issue of the formation of
this quality in future primary school teachers still remain
understudied.

The paper aims to analyze the peculiarities of the
formation of foreign language communicative compe-
tence of the future primary school teachers and to distin-
guish the most effective ones.

Discussion

The modern Ukrainian educational system, accord-
ing to the fundamental documents of the Council of Eu-
rope, among which there are the following: “General-
European Recommendations on Language Education:
Learning, Teaching, Assessment”, “European Language
Portfolio”, “Bilingually education: Key Strategic Tasks”,
“Bringing Language Exams in Accordance with European
Recommendations and Requirements to European Exam-
inations” and the like, is focused on providing the appro-
priate level of foreign language teaching, formation of
foreign language communicative competence of the future
specialists. In particular, the recommendations of the
Council of Europe on language education are reflected in
the State standard of general secondary education and
foreign language Program for secondary schools; com-
mon European levels of proficiency in the foreign lan-
guage are taken into account in the Typical Programs in
the first foreign language for universities / institutes that
prepare teachers and translators (2004); in the Program on
the English language for professional communication
(2005), worked out together with the British Council, etc.
The tendency of turning from the concept of “knowledge”
to the concept of “competence” is peculiar for the modern
paradigm of education, because it deals with the educa-
tional aspect of foreign language training. Formal transfer
of knowledge as a centered model of education (as dis-
tinct from the formation of skills of its practical use in
various spheres of activity) does not satisfy the real needs
of the society. This tendency has led to the searching for
new approaches to teaching foreign languages in particu-
lar, for specific purposes. It is necessary to consider that
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its study for the Slavs (Ukrainians, Poles, Bulgarians,
Russians, Serbs, Slovaks, etc.) requires first of all specific
adjustment of the articulating apparatus, the study of
grammar, quite different from the Slavic, etc. That is why
we need effective technologies / approaches that take into
account all these peculiarities, and which could be used in
the countries of Eastern and Western Europe.

In this context, we consider that the main emphasis
in teaching foreign language should be placed on the
mastering of language and speech competences. It is nec-
essary to develop students’ ability to communicate in a
foreign language in real situations of professional peda-
gogical activity.

That is why the teaching process should be based on
modern innovative teaching technologies. ICT are one of
the leading means of achieving competitive position; that
is why the consideration of their role and importance in
the educational market is quite relevant. We should pay
attention to the fact that there are also gaming technolo-
gies (game, business game), computer technologies (com-
puterization of education), dialog technologies related to
the creation of communicative environment (pedagogical
interaction), trainings, interactive technologies. Business
games reproduce the behaviour and work of individual
employees — in our case teachers, principals, class teach-
ers), which bring them closer to their future professional
activities, provide the opportunity to prepare for the
teaching practice at school, to acquire the necessary abili-
ties and skills of communication with the primary school
pupils. Students enjoy the role of a young teacher, playing
fragments of lessons in primary school, preparing for their
implementation in advance, according to clearly defined
tasks of a course teacher. They enthusiastically compose
linguistic stories about the parts of speech for primary
school pupils, acquire communicative skills and abilities
for their future work in the field of teaching [2].

The organization of active professionally focused
learning and speech activity of students is affected by the
situational and role-based learning using simulated class-
room communicative situations with the aim of motivat-
ing learners for using necessary language material.

Thus, in order to obtain the knowledge and mastery
of methodological skills, necessary for the formation of
primary school pupils’ phonetic, lexical and grammar
competences, future teachers should learn to:

« make a methodical analysis of phonetic, lexical,
and grammatical phenomena of the English language;

* analyze the techniques and ways of presenting pho-
netic, lexical and grammar material and the exercises
recommended for its mastering;

+ use effective methods and techniques for the for-
mation of phonetic, lexical, grammatical competencies of
pupils;

* plan and conduct fragments of lessons aimed at
teaching phonetic, lexical and grammatical material in
English.

Profound learning of theoretical conceptions is facili-
tated by discussing the main concepts of foreign-language
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phonetic, lexical and grammatical competences, stages,
and means of their formation at practical lessons, as well
as performing the following tasks:

1. To write down grammatical / lexical material
which pupils have to learn both receptively and produc-
tively from the primary school curriculum for different
classes, that is, to recognize and understand it when lis-
tening and reading, as well as to use in the process of
speaking and writing.

2. To choose one example of each kind of phonetic
exercises.

3. To choose one example of each type of grammar
exercises.

4. To choose one example of each type of lexical
exercises [1, p. 52].

Besides, the students are offered the following tasks
for individual homework:

1. Make the independent search, using the Internet
resources, of the exercises for the formation of phonetic,
lexical, grammatical competences and offer primary
school pupils to perform them.

2. Prepare and demonstrate verbal and non-verbal
tools for teaching phonetic, lexical and grammatical mate-
rial.

3. Get acquainted with the fragments of lessons for
learning phonetic, lexical and grammatical material at
primary school (Fragments are taken from the source:
Bihych, O. B. (2006). Theory and practice of methodical
competence formation of teachers of foreign language of
primary schools : training manual. Kyiv: Lenvit). Based
on the proposed fragments form your own fragments of
the lesson [1, p. 52].

As an example for the future primary school teachers
the fragment of the lesson how to teach the primary
school pupils to pronounce the sound [w] is offered.

I. Acquaintance with the new sound [w].

Purposes: to arouse pupils’ need and interest in the
studied material, to familiarize pupils with the new sound
[w].

Teacher (T.): do you know the tale by J. R. Kipling,
«The Elephant»? Have you seen the cartoon? And what is
its main feature? He was curious. His best friends were
the words What, Why, When, How, Where, Who. Method
1 - Demonstration of the sound [w] in speaking.

T: The elephant liked the poem about these words.
Listen to its first verse.

Six Serving Men

I keep six honest serving men.

They taught me all I knew.

Their names are What and Why and When And How
and

Where and Who.

Then the author should ask pupils to try to translate
the poem into their native language.

Why did the curious elephant like these words? In
the English language they begin the so-called special
questions.
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Method 2 - Explanation of articulation of the sound
[w].

T: The English sound [w] is very unusual. No other
language of the world has it. The London wind will teach
you how to pronounce the English sound [w]. To pro-
nounce it, you should first round the lips, and then abrupt-
ly separate them [w-w-w] - so sometimes blows the Lon-
don wind.

Method 3 — Comparison with the sounds of the na-
tive language.

T: The Ukrainian language has a sound similar to the
English sound [w]. It is labio-dental sound [v]. Why is it
called so? Because when we pronounce it, the lower lip
touches the upper teeth.

Method 4 — Articulatory gymnastics.

T: Look at your mirrors: round your lips as if you are
going to blow out the candle, and then abruptly relax
them. Again protrude the lips forward as far as possible
and then rapidly relax them.

II. Automation of pupils’ actions with the new
sound.

Obijectives:

- to teach pupils to comprehend the sound [w],

- to teach pupils to pronounce the sound [w] in isola-
tion, in words, phrases, sentences.

Reception (exercises aimed at the development of
phonemic awareness): Exercise 1 - recognition.

Obijective: to teach pupils to recognize the sound [w]
among other sounds.

T: Listen to the words and rise transcription symbol
of the sound [w] when you hear the word with this sound:
twenty, wine, vine, vent, we, went, well, van, will, veil.

Exercise 2 — differentiation.

Obijective: to teach pupils to distinguish the sounds
[w] and [v].

T: Listen to the pairs of words with the sounds [w]
and [v], and determine the same (put sign +) or different
(put sign -). Their first sounds: 1. wine - vine, 2. west -
wet, 3. veal - veil, 4. warm - vent, 5. when - why, 6. vet -
white, 7. we - watch, 8. wheel -vest, 9. wine - while, 10.
van - what.

Exercise 3 — identification.

Objective: to teach children to recognize the sound
[w] as known with certain characteristics.

T: Listen to tape-recorded words with the sounds |w]
and [v]; during the pause after each word rise the appro-
priate transcription sign - [w] or [v]: wine, grapes, vent,
went, until, a week, a veil, kit, van, wheel.

The tasks offered to the pupils after reviewing the
fragments of lessons for independent work provide the
diversity of training, enhancing their productivity and
deepening their linguistic-speech competence. As an
example, we suggest making fragments of the lesson
aimed at teaching pronunciation and intonation to primary
school pupils: according to your taste, choose one of the
existing textbooks and manuals for primary school. Moti-
vate the pupils’ interest to the acquisition of new phonetic
material. Identify educational techniques for each stage of

101




teaching pronunciation and intonation. Select didactic
material for phonetic exercises out of your methodical
portfolio prepared during the individual work. Define the
educational potential of the phonetic material. In writing,
present the prepared fragments of the lesson, being ready
to conduct them.

Experience shows that in a speech situation the ap-
probation of patterns and models of learning and speech
activity takes place, verbal behavior of students is formed,
their attention is mobilized, imagination is developed, the
process of learning becomes more interesting, that is, the
ideal concept of possible and appropriate norm of activity
for achieving the goal is designed and implemented.
These general characteristics of the situation as a commu-
nication exercise in full concern the job-relevant training,
as through the prism of modeling the process of commu-
nication in communicative situations, it is possible to
recreate the multi-faceted content of the future profes-
sional activity of students.

The use of the following common traditional meth-
ods of active teaching provides the achievement of the
main educational goal of learning a foreign language:
verbal (conversation, dialogue) visual (interactive demon-
stration), corporate (working in small groups, carousel);
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team work (analysis of situations, brainstorming, problem
solving, role-playing); discussion (debates); research
(project-based learning).

Conclusions

Therefore, studying the scientific and methodologi-
cal literature and practical experience of the formation of
future primary school teachers’ foreign language commu-
nicative competence gives the grounds to assert that the
efficiency of this process can be improved with the help
of the following factors:

* humanization of the educational process, which in-
volves the disclosure of students’ personal potentials;

* professionally-oriented communicative focus of the
process of learning a language, which is implemented by
means of using a set of teaching methods (communica-
tive, audio-lingual, audiovisual); forms (business game,
creation of practice-oriented situations, conversation,
round table discussion);

* activation of cognitive activity in the field of im-
plementation of the provisions of the student-centered
approach;

+ enhancing learning motivation through the use of
not only common methods of teaching, but also of com-
puter and Internet technologies.
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PO3IIUPEHHS MIXHAPOIHOTO CIIIBPOOITHHIITBA BHMAra€ BiJl Cy4acHOTO (axiBIs BOJOMIHHSA iHO3EMHOIO MOBOIO Ha
MIPUHITUIIOBO HOBOMY PiBHI — SIK IHCTPYMEHTOM, SIKHI JO3BOJIAE HE TUIBKH BUIFHO OPi€EHTYBAaTHUCS B CYYacCHOMY CYCITi-
JBCTBI, ajie 1 AKICHO BHKOHYBATH CBOI IpodeciiiHi (GyHKIii, po3mupIoBaTH CBill mpodeciiHmi 1 KyTbTypHHUN CBITOTIIST
y TpolLeci 3aIydeHHsl IO PI3HOMaHITHHX JpKepen iHdopmanii. 3BiICH IIIKOM 3aKOHOMIPHO BHIUIMBAE HEOOXiTHICTh
OBOJIOJ[IHHS IHO3EMHOIO MOBOFO BXKE B MOYATKOBIH IIIKOJI, a, BIAMOBIIHO, i MOTpeda B MiArOTOBII MEIArOTiYHUX KapiB,
CIPOMOXKHUX 3a0e3neynTu GpopMyBaHHS 1HO3EMHOI KOMYHIKaTHBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI MOJIOJIIIOTO IIKOJIApa. 3a JOTo-
MOTOI0 BUKOPUCTaHHS Cy4aCHUX METOJIB HAyKOBO-TIEJaroriyHuX JOCIHIIKEeHb (CTPYKTYPHHI METOJI, 3MICTOBHI aHaJIi3,
aOctparyBaHHs1, Kiacudikallis Ta y3arajlbHEHHS JaHUX, IHAYKTHBHUH Ta AEAYKTHBHUH METOJH) JOBEAEHO, IO I'OJIOB-
HUH aKIEeHT y HaBYaHHI iHO3eMHOT MOBHM HEOOXiJTHO CTaBUTH Ha OBOJIOJIHHS MOBHO-MOBJICHHEBUMH KOMIIETCHIIISIMH,
BHPOOIATH y MaiOyTHIX (axiBLiB 3MATHICTh CHUIKYBAaTHCS iHO3EMHOIO MOBOIO Y PEaJbHHUX CHUTYyaIlisXx mpodeciitHo-
MeIaroTi9HOl MisSUTPHOCTI, CIIOHYKATH 10 Hei Cy0’€KTiB HaBYANbHO-BUXOBHOTO IpoIecy. BcTaHOBIEHO, IO B OCHOBY
HaBYaHHS 1HO3eMHOI MOBH TPOQECiHHOrO CIpsAMYyBaHHS MMOKIAICHO CYYacHi iHHOBAIiifHI TeXHOJOTii HaB4aHHS (iH-
(opmariifHo-KOMYHIKaIliiiHi (KOMIT'T0TepHi), irpoBi, TpeHiHroBi). OOTPYHTOBAHO, 10 OCOOIUBHUH IHTEpPEC Y CTYICHTIB
BHKITMKAIOTH iIrPOBi TEXHOJIOTII, a came JijoBa Ipa (BiATBOPIOETHCS MOBEAIHKA i poOOTa KOHKPETHUX MPAIiBHUKIB: Y4H-
TeNs, AUPEKTOpa, 3aByda, KIIACHOTO KEPiBHHKA.), SKi HAOMIKYIOTh IX 0 MalOyTHBOI mpodeciiiHol MisuTbHOCTI, Tal0Th
MOXIIMBICTh Kpallle MiArOTYBaTHCS O MPOXOJPKEHHS IMeNarorivyHoi MPakTUKH B LIKOJi, HA0YTH HEOOXIIHMX yMiHb i
HABUYOK CITUJIKYBaHHS 3 MOJIOAIIMMH IIKOJSIpaMHU. 3’SCOBAHO, IIO JOCSTHEHHsI HABYaJIbHOT METH BHUBYECHHS 1HO3EMHOT
MOBH 3a0e3Ieuye BUKOPUCTAHHS TAKUX HAaNIOIIMPEHININX TPaJULiHHUX METOAIB aKTUBHOTO HaBYaHHS, SIK: CJIOBECHI —
Oeciza, Jianor: HaoO4HI — IHTEPaKTHBHA JAEMOHCTpALLsl, KOPIIOPATUBHI — po0OTa B MaJluX IPyMax, Kapycelb; KOJIEKTHB-
HO-TPYIIOBI — «aHai3 CUTYyalii», «(MO3KOBHH LITYpM», BUPILICHHS MTPOoOJIeM: CUTYaTUBHI — IMITalliiHI irpy; TUCKYCIiHI
— IUCKycis, n1edaTu; TOCIiTHALBKI — METO TPOEKTIB.

Kntouogi crosa: yautenb NOYATKOBOI IIKOJIH, IHIIOMOBHA MirOTOBKA, KOMYHIKaTHBHA KOMIICTEHTHICTh, iIHHOBA-
LifHI TEXHOJIOTIi HaBYaHHS, IJI0BAa TPa, HABYaJIHbHO-MOBJICHHEBA MTisSUTbHICTh, MOBJICHHEBI CHTYaIlii, MOBHO-MOBIICHHEBA
KOMIICTCHTHICTh, aKTUBHI METON HABYaHHA, QOHETUYHA, JICKCHYHA 1 rpaMaTHYHa KOMIICTEHTHICTb.
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