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COGNITIVE AND PRAGMATIC ASPECTS OF TEACHING FOREIGN

LANGUAGE

Summary. The article describes the peculiarities of mental processes which influence on the
formation of students’ speech. The problem of cooperation between evaluative picture of the
speaker's world and his language and extra-language knowledge is also shown. The article gives a
review of the evaluation as linguistic category with cognitive nature and is formed as the result of an
interaction of mentation — language — speech. Investigation of cognitive processes gives the
opportunity to understand mental processes of perception, processing, storage and decoding of the
knowledge which influence on the interlocutors’ communicative behavior. Analysis of cognitive and
pragmatic aspects which form the speech is done not only on the basis of language peculiarities but
from the point of view of the solid reaction of the speaker and listener. Analysis of cognitive and
pragmatic aspects attests that it is linguistic category with cognitive and pragmatic potential.

Key words: communication, cognitive aspect, interpretation, language knowledge, pragmatic
aspect.

Formulation of the problem. In the twentieth century the formation of cognitive
linguistics took place, as one of the disciplines that studies human consciousness.
Cognitive science focuses on the numerous problems associated with obtaining,
acquisition, treatment, storage, and operating of knowledge belonging to their
accumulation and systematization, their growth, all procedures that characterize the use
of knowledge in human behavior and the most important are in its thinking and
communication processes.

Analysis of recent research and publications. A significant contribution to the
study of the theoretical problems of cognitology was made by Ukrainian and foreign
scientists, such as: V. Z. Demyankov , S. A. Zhabotinskaya, A. N. Kaganovskaya, S.
I. Potapenko (cognitive lexicology) A. A. Selivanova, (cognitive linguistics) and
others. The study of knowledge, used in the process of verbal communication, is
considered as one of the leading areas of cognitive science. The term "cognitive
science" began to be used to denote the area within which the processes of assimilation,
accumulation and use of information by a person are studied[1,2,3,4,5].

The purpose of the article is to describe the process of interaction of the cognitive

and pragmatic aspects of teaching foreign languages.
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The main research material. We will consider the problem of the cognitive and
pragmatic aspects of teaching foreign languages.

The pragmatic aspect of teaching foreign languages is associated with the
formation of a certain complex of knowledge, skills and abilities, the set of which
allows to carry out foreign language communication successfully . The cognitive aspect
Is a part of the scope of such categories as knowledge, thinking, and understanding
processes involved in introducing a student to a foreign language, to the culture of the
country of the learning language. The cognitive aspect is the developing aspect of
teaching itself. The pragmatic value of learning a foreign language is determined by
the set of practical tasks facing the subject. The meaning of the pragmatic value of
teaching foreign languages was highly appreciated by foreign scientists and
practitioners, because it is this aspect that fully reflects the specifics of a foreign
language as a subject and justifies its inclusion in the general system of educational
disciplines.

Outside the country of the learning language, the most real thing is an indirect
contact with authentic information, which makes the most important receptive types of
speech activity: reading and listening. This indicates the need to put forward the
processes of understanding in the theory and practice of teaching foreign languages.
The pragmatic aspect of education dictates the need for a differentiated approach to
determining priorities in the choice of types of speech activity, while the role of
receptive types of speech activity increases significantly regardless of the particular
type of educational institution.

The cognitive aspect of the goals of teaching foreign languages is associated with
the formation of students' linguistic / speech abilities, mental processes that underlie
the successful mastery of foreign-language communicative activity. As it is stated in
psychology, a person’s ability, including ability to communicate is a dynamic concept.
Any ability exists only in movement, in development, and this development is carried
out only in the process of one or another practical and theoretical activity. Language
abilities do not exist outside and before their manifestation in activity, they are formed

depending on the specific conditions of this activity. On the one hand, the ability to
40



verbal communication is the result of this activity, and on the other hand, determines
the success of its implementation. The cognitive aspect of the goal of teaching foreign
languages is also associated with the formation of students of a broad understanding of
the achievements of national cultures in the development of universal culture and the
role of the native language and culture in the mirror of a foreign culture. In this case of
when the students study a foreign language receive a practical school of dialectics
which plays a special role, because the work of comparing the native language and the
studied foreign language makes it possible to free oneself from the captivity of the
native language.

Conclusions. Thus, the volume and nature of knowledge, skills and abilities that
underlie verbal communication and constitute the pragmatic content of the goal of
teaching foreign languages are specified in relation to specific educational
conditions.The cognitive aspect of goals closely links teaching foreign languages as a
means of intercultural communication with its intensive use as a tool for cognition,

development and mastery of the language.
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