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UKRAINIAN–ROMANIAN CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION AS AN 

INSTRUMENT OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 

 

In the current conditions of European geopolitical transformation, cross-border 

cooperation is becoming one of the key instruments for shaping a common political 

and institutional space between the European Union and neighbouring states that are 

in the process of approximation to EU standards. Ukraine acts as a strategic partner of 

the EU, actively using mechanisms of regional interaction for institutional convergence 

and modernization of public governance. In this context, the Ukrainian–Romanian 

direction is of particular importance, functioning as one of the most stable and 

structured channels of integration interaction in the Black Sea–Danube region. 

The European cohesion policy considers cross-border cooperation as an 

instrument for reducing regional disparities, strengthening socio-economic integration, 

and developing the institutional capacity of border regions. In this regard, the 

implementation of cross-border programmes in the Carpathian region and adjacent 

areas contributes to the formation of long-term sustainable development strategies and 

improves the effectiveness of regional governance [1]. Thus, cross-border cooperation 

serves not only as a financial support mechanism but also as an instrument of 

institutional learning and adaptation to European Union norms. 

Ukrainian–Romanian cross-border cooperation within European development 

programmes has a clearly defined institutional structure based on the implementation 

of joint projects in infrastructure, ecology, digital transformation, and human capital 

development. The effectiveness of this cooperation largely depends on the institutional 

capacity of regions and the ability of local authorities to attract and manage European 

financial instruments [2]. In this context, Ukrainian border regions are gradually 

strengthening their role as active participants in European integration processes. 
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From an empirical perspective, Ukrainian–Romanian cross-border cooperation 

has a multidimensional nature, combining economic, social, and institutional 

components. It is based both on formal EU programme mechanisms and on established 

interregional practices of interaction that form networks of cooperation between local 

actors. These networks contribute to the development of “bottom-up Europeanisation,” 

where regional structures are directly involved in integration processes and the 

implementation of European governance standards [3]. 

Additionally, it is important to emphasize that cross-border interaction between 

Ukraine and Romania forms not only an economic but also an institutional-trust 

dimension of cooperation. The implementation of joint projects in infrastructure, 

resource management, and social development strengthens horizontal links between 

regions and increases the level of mutual trust. This creates a foundation for long-term 

integrative interaction and the formation of a stable cross-border space [4]. 

In strategic terms, Ukrainian–Romanian cross-border cooperation should be 

considered as part of the broader European integration policy, combining regional 

development, multi-level governance, and institutional adaptation. Its importance is 

further reinforced by contemporary security challenges in the Black Sea region, where 

cross-border interaction also performs a stabilizing function. 

Thus, Ukrainian–Romanian cross-border cooperation is an important instrument 

of Ukraine’s European integration, ensuring gradual institutional modernization, 

regional development, and integration into the political and economic space of the 

European Union. Its further development will depend on the ability of both sides to 

deepen coordination within EU programmes and improve the efficiency of joint project 

implementation. In the long term, this cooperation may evolve into a more integrated 

model of regional partnership, strengthening Ukraine’s position in the European 

integration process and contributing to the formation of a stable cross-border space of 

security, development, and mutual trust. 
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