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V 30ipHuKy MarepianiB X BceykpaiHChkoi HayKOBO-TIPAaKTUUHOI KOH(EpEHLIi 3 MIXKHAPOIHOI Y4acTiO
«CyuacHa yKpaiHChbKa Jiep)KaBa: BEKTOPH PO3BUTKY Ta IUIIXM MOOLII3AIlii PecypciB» MPEACTaBICHO Pe3yJIbTaTh
HAyKOBHX JIOCJI/PKCHb HAYKOBO-TICNArOriyHUX IPAIiBHHKIB, 3700yBayiB BHUIIOI OCBITH, MOJIOJMX HAYKOBIIB Ta
TMPaKTUKIB 13 BITYM3HSIHMX 1 3apyODKHUX 3aKJIA/IiB BUINOI OCBITH T4 HAYKOBUX YCTaHOB, 00 €JJHAHNX MPAarHEHHSIM JI0
OCMUCJICHHSI aKTyaIbHUX BHKJIMKIB JIeP>KaBOTBOPEHHS, CYCIITLHOTO PO3BUTKY Ta ITICIIIBOEHHOI BiOY/I0BH Y KpaiHH.

Marepianmu 30ipHHKa OXOIUTIOIOTH HIMPOKHH CHEKTP aKTyaIbHHX MpOoOJeM Cy4acHOl MOJIITHYHOL,
MIPaBOBOI, EKOHOMIYHOI Ta COIIOIYMaHITApHOI HayKd. Y HAyKOBHX JIOTIOBIMSAX 1 JOCIIIKEHHAX BHCBITIEHO
MUTAHHS PO3BUTKY Ta MOJEpHi3allii MOJITHYHUX IHCTHUTYTIB 1 TMPOIECIB CyYacHOI JIEpXKaBH, MPABOBUX Ta
EKOHOMIYHMX MEXaHi3MIB BiIOys0BH YKpaiHu, iHpopMmamniiHol Oe3nekn Ta MPOTHIIl TIOpUIHUM 3arpo3aM B
YMOBax T00anbHUX TpaHchopMalii. 3HauHy yBary NpuaiieHo (iocodCbKUM 3acagaM JIep>KaBOTBOPEHHS,
COILIJIbHAM TPaKTUKaM 1 MEHEKMEHTY COLIOKYJIBTYPHOTO PO3BUTKY, a TaKO)XK NMHTAHHAM €BpOIHTETrpallii,
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CY4YaCHHUX MOJITHYHUX Ta COLIAIIbHUX 3MiH.

30ipHUK BigoOpaskae BUCOKHI piBEHb HAYKOBOI AMCKYCii Ta MKAUCIMIUTIHAPHOTO MiIXOLy A0 aHAIi3y
CYCHUIHHO-TIOJIITHYHUX TIPOIECIB, CIPHIE PO3BUTKY HAYKOBOI KOMYHIKaIlii Ta MIXIHCTHTYI[IMHOI CITiBIpalli.
Marepiaiu KOH(EpEHIli CTaHOBJIATh NPAKTHYHMN 1 HAYKOBUH IHTEpeC I JOCHITHHKIB, BHKJIAIadiB,
3100yBayiB OCBITH, IPEICTABHUKIB OPraHiB JIep>KaBHOI BJIaH, MiCLIEBOrO CaMOBpsITyBaHHs Ta (axiBLiB y chepi
MOJITUYHHX, IPABOBHUX, EKOHOMIUHHX 1 COLIIOTYMaHITApHUX HAYK.

Mamepianu nooano 6 asmopcuvkitl pedakyii. 3a 3micm ma 00CMOGIPHICMb HABEOeHUX (aKkmie, yumam i OaHUxX
8I0N0GIOANLHICHb HECYMb ABMOPU.
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DEMOCRATIC TRANSFORMATION AND EUROPEAN
GOVERNANCE STANDARDS IN CONDITIONS OF CONTEMPORARY
SECURITY CHALLENGES

Contemporary democratic transformations within the European political space
are increasingly shaped by multidimensional security, institutional and governance-
related challenges. Under conditions of geopolitical instability, hybrid threats and
large-scale crises, the issue of implementing European democratic standards acquires
particular significance for states undergoing processes of political modernization and
institutional adaptation. In this context, the European model of governance functions
not only as a normative framework, but also as a strategic mechanism for strengthening
democratic resilience, institutional legitimacy and the rule of law.

The implementation of European democratic standards is closely connected with
the development of effective governance mechanisms, judicial independence, political
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accountability and participatory democratic practices. European integration processes
stimulate institutional modernization through legal harmonization, anti-corruption
reforms and the introduction of transparent public administration instruments [1]. At
the same time, democratic transformation should not be interpreted exclusively as a
formal adaptation of legislation to European norms. Its effectiveness depends on the
capacity of political institutions to ensure practical implementation of democratic
principles and maintain a balance between security imperatives and civil liberties under
conditions of contemporary crises [2].

Particular attention within contemporary political studies is devoted to the
concept of democratic resilience, which reflects the ability of political systems to
preserve democratic governance under conditions of external pressure and internal
instability. In this regard, European governance standards increasingly emphasize
institutional sustainability, transparency of decision-making processes, judicial
accountability and protection of fundamental rights and freedoms. As noted by Grimm,
Shyrokykh and Solander, contemporary European democracy promotion mechanisms
in the Eastern neighbourhood have evolved from normative conditionality toward
broader institutional and governance-oriented approaches [2]. Such transformations
demonstrate that democratic consolidation today requires not only institutional
reforms, but also the strengthening of governance capacity and public trust in state
institutions.

An important dimension of democratic transformation concerns the
modernization of judicial systems and the establishment of effective rule-of-law
mechanisms. Judicial reforms remain among the central indicators of democratic
adaptation to European governance standards. Ensuring judicial independence,
transparent appointment procedures and anti-corruption safeguards contributes to
strengthening institutional legitimacy and increasing citizens’ trust in public
authority [3]. Furthermore, the implementation of international monitoring
mechanisms and the involvement of independent experts in judicial evaluation
procedures correspond to broader European approaches aimed at safeguarding
democratic accountability and legal transparency.

Equally important is the development of participatory governance and civil
society institutions. Democratic transformation becomes sustainable only when
supported by active civic engagement, political pluralism and independent media
environments. The strengthening of civil society organizations and public oversight
mechanisms significantly contributes to democratic consolidation and institutional
transparency. In this context, digital governance instruments and e-governance
practices play an increasingly important role in improving policy effectiveness,
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reducing corruption risks and enhancing communication between state institutions and
society [1].

At the same time, contemporary democratic systems face substantial challenges
associated with information manipulation, disinformation campaigns and hybrid
influence strategies. Such threats affect political pluralism, electoral legitimacy and the
quality of democratic discourse. Consequently, democratic resilience increasingly
depends on the development of media literacy, institutional safeguards against external
interference and the formation of stable democratic political culture. Under these
conditions, the European governance model serves as an important framework for
strengthening institutional adaptability and preserving democratic stability during
periods of political turbulence.

The experience of contemporary European integration processes demonstrates
that democratic transformation is a long-term and multidimensional phenomenon
requiring consistency of reforms, institutional continuity and broad societal support.
The implementation of European governance standards contributes not only to external
political convergence with the European Union, but also to the internal modernization
of political systems, strengthening of democratic institutions and development of
sustainable governance mechanisms. In this regard, democratic transformation should
be understood as a comprehensive process encompassing legal adaptation, institutional
reform, civic participation and the consolidation of democratic political culture.

Therefore, contemporary security challenges significantly influence the
trajectories of democratic development and institutional modernization within the
European political space. Nevertheless, the implementation of European democratic
standards remains a fundamental prerequisite for ensuring political stability,
institutional legitimacy and sustainable democratic governance. The effectiveness of
these processes largely depends on the ability of states to combine security priorities
with democratic accountability, preserve political pluralism and strengthen rule-of-law
mechanisms under conditions of contemporary geopolitical transformations.
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UKRAINIAN-ROMANIAN CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION AS AN
INSTRUMENT OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

In the current conditions of European geopolitical transformation, cross-border
cooperation is becoming one of the key instruments for shaping a common political
and institutional space between the European Union and neighbouring states that are
in the process of approximation to EU standards. Ukraine acts as a strategic partner of
the EU, actively using mechanisms of regional interaction for institutional convergence
and modernization of public governance. In this context, the Ukrainian—-Romanian
direction is of particular importance, functioning as one of the most stable and
structured channels of integration interaction in the Black Sea—Danube region.

The European cohesion policy considers cross-border cooperation as an
instrument for reducing regional disparities, strengthening socio-economic integration,
and developing the institutional capacity of border regions. In this regard, the
implementation of cross-border programmes in the Carpathian region and adjacent
areas contributes to the formation of long-term sustainable development strategies and
improves the effectiveness of regional governance [1]. Thus, cross-border cooperation
serves not only as a financial support mechanism but also as an instrument of
institutional learning and adaptation to European Union norms.

Ukrainian—Romanian cross-border cooperation within European development
programmes has a clearly defined institutional structure based on the implementation
of joint projects in infrastructure, ecology, digital transformation, and human capital
development. The effectiveness of this cooperation largely depends on the institutional
capacity of regions and the ability of local authorities to attract and manage European
financial instruments [2]. In this context, Ukrainian border regions are gradually
strengthening their role as active participants in European integration processes.
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