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CULTUROLOGICAL APPROACH AS A KEY FACTOR IN
PREPARING FUTURE ART TEACHERS

Research Relevance. Understanding the problems of education within a broad
socio-cultural context is one of the most important challenges of our time. Addressing
this challenge requires turning to the fundamental origins of education, considering it
as part of culture and as a culture-forming process of humanity. Such a vision of
education underlies the scientific direction of integrated knowledge of education —
the culturology of education. In contemporary theory and practice of education, there
is a clear tendency not only to search for new approaches to its organization but also
to develop an understanding of its cultural features and mechanisms that is adequate
to modern culture and science. When modeling the image of a university graduate,
most scholars agree that this is a person of culture — free, humane, spiritual, and
creative, capable of flexible thinking, navigating in a changing socio-cultural
environment, and striving for creative self-realization and self-development within
the space of culture. All this encourages researchers to design education and develop
innovative approaches and models that would most fully correspond to the new type
of culture.

The purpose of the article is to highlight the role of the culturological
methodological approach in the training of future teachers of art disciplines.

Presentation of the Main Material. The culturological approach significantly
expands both research and applied boundaries, contributing to the development of a
panoramic, multidimensional perspective and a polysystemic explanation of the
essence of cultural problems, values, and components of modern education. It

stimulates the understanding of the evolution of the educational sphere as a cultural
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phenomenon that corresponds to the tendencies and dynamics of the contemporary
socio-cultural situation. This approach broadens the scope of educational design,
helps participants in educational activities to define innovative, qualitative, and
value-oriented tasks, encourages large-scale creative decisions, and, as a
methodological tool, determines the priority of a culture-centered consideration of
most phenomena of human existence.

The application of the culturological approach to the analysis of pedagogical
problems is carried out within the context of a general philosophical understanding of
culture at the level of everyday and theoretical consciousness. In everyday
consciousness, culture is represented ambiguously: on the one hand, it is perceived as
something normative, serving as a model for members of a particular society or
professional group; on the other hand, it is identified with the education and
intellectual refinement of the individual; and, finally, it is associated with the
characteristics of a person’s place and way of life.

The culturological approach ensures the creation of a culture-oriented
environment in which learning takes place through a dialogue of cultures, with the
humanistic value of the individual serving as the main reference point. It integrates
psychological and pedagogical tools with cultural achievements, forming a holistic
system of education that promotes the development of spirituality, tolerance, and
intercultural communication [1].

The interrelation between culture and education is revealed through the
culturological approach. Education cannot exist outside of culture, since culture itself
determines value orientations, the content of teaching, and upbringing. The
culturological approach in pedagogy is of particular importance in the context of
globalization, as it enables the integration of the educational process into a broader
civilizational framework, ensuring the formation of national identity while
simultaneously fostering openness to global cultural achievements [2].

The culturological approach functions as a method of designing the educational
process that places the student’s personality at the center. Voronova emphasizes that

the civilizational and culturological paradigm makes it possible to combine the
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humanitarian development of education with the formation of spiritual and cultural
orientations among young people. Within higher education, the culturological
approach is regarded as an instrument for developing critical thinking, intercultural
competence, and students’ ability to make independent cultural choices [3].

The culturological approach enables the integration of traditional and
innovative teaching methods, ensuring the formation of intercultural competence
among future educators. The conclusions highlight that this approach fosters the
ability to engage in cultural dialogue, promotes tolerance, and prepares students to
work in a globalized educational environment. It is considered a strategic direction
for the modernization of teacher education that responds to the challenges of
contemporary society.

Most modern scholars working within the culturological paradigm define its
primary task as overcoming manifestations of dehumanization in the educational
sphere. In scholarly definitions, the culturological approach is interpreted as a
methodology of understanding and transforming pedagogical reality, grounded in
axiological principles. Education, in this context, is conceived as a cultural process
unfolding within a culture-oriented environment filled with human meanings, which
provide individuals with the opportunity to freely realize their individuality, develop
the capacity for cultural self-development, and self-determination within the world of
values. According to another definition, the culturological approach is a direction of
pedagogical practice based on the principle of cultural conformity of education. It
does not contradict the scientific content of education but rather complements and
enriches it, ensuring genuine humanization and the humanitarian orientation of the
educational process.

The culturological approach represents a set of theoretical and methodological
principles and organizational-pedagogical measures aimed at creating conditions for
the assimilation of professional values, which ensure the creative manifestation of the
individual in professional activity. The essence of this approach lies in recognizing
the student’s personality as the highest value, capable of realizing cultural and ethnic

ideas within the pedagogical process; orienting students toward cultural, aesthetic,
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moral, legal, and professional values; ensuring mutual understanding and trust among
representatives of different cultures in the educational process; and fostering an
individualized approach to mastering culture and creating cultural elements within
education [4].

The culturological approach to pedagogical phenomena opens the way for a
deeper consideration of these phenomena in their historical retrospection, helping to
identify their connections with the present and the future, thereby performing a
prognostic function in research [2]. It emphasizes the significance of each culture,
focuses attention on one’s native culture from an external perspective, and creates the
possibility of perceiving non-native cultures not as alien but as different —
unfamiliar and enigmatic until a certain time. This approach contributes to the
understanding of the educational process as a cultural and spiritual phenomenon and
reproduces the trajectory of student self-determination in the dialogue of cultures
within the worldview paradigm of “Self-Other.” Dialogical interaction and the
exchange of meanings, as noted by researchers, provide each individual with the
opportunity to engage with other “personalities—cultures,” thereby creating,
comprehending, and appropriating their own norms and models [7].

The application of the principles of the culturological approach in the training
of future art teachers often leads to stereotypical “culturalization” through the
transmission of superficial cultural information. Some educators perceive culture as
the aesthetics of behavior and everyday life, attempting to combine these with
teaching methods and communication styles to address the assimilation of cultural
achievements. However, in the context of art education, such an algorithm proves
ineffective, since the introduction of cultural context into the student learning system
must be comprehensive, permeating all stages of education and being activated in
every discipline and at every class session.

In the context of the professional activity of art teachers, it is important to
address the category of “self-realization.” Self-realization of art teachers is a creative
process of personal development that includes acquiring professional and spiritual

experience throughout professional formation and improvement, as well as revealing
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personal creative potential and abilities in pedagogical, artistic-technological, and
artistic activities.

Conclusions. The culturological approach is interpreted as a set of theoretical
and methodological provisions and organizational-pedagogical measures aimed at
creating conditions for the acquisition and transmission of pedagogical values and
technologies that ensure the creative self-realization of the future art teacher in
professional activity. In our view, the functional role of the culturological approach in
the preparation of future art teachers determines the formation of their cultural
competence. Future art teachers learn to perceive art not only as a technique or
discipline but as a cultural phenomenon that reflects the values, traditions, and
identity of society.

At the same time, the culturological approach ensures the integration of art
education with the cultural environment. Teacher training within the culturological
paradigm involves taking into account multiculturalism, cultural dialogue, and the
interpretation of art as a means of socialization and spiritual development. Another
important aspect is the development of aesthetic and humanistic thinking among
future art teachers. The culturological approach fosters the ability of future educators
to cultivate aesthetic values in students and to understand art as part of the cultural
process rather than as an isolated discipline.

An essential dimension, dependent on the active implementation of the
culturological approach in teacher training, is preparation for work in a multicultural
environment. Art teachers acquire skills of intercultural communication, which is
particularly relevant in the context of globalization and the cultural diversity of
contemporary classrooms.
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