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POLITICAL LEADERSHIP AS A FACTOR IN MOBILIZING
INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT DURING WARTIME: THE CASE OF
UKRAINE

In the current global landscape marked by instability, aggression, and
multifaceted crises, political leadership has re-emerged as a decisive factor in
shaping both domestic and international dynamics. While theories of
international relations have traditionally emphasized systemic structures,
institutions, and national interests, recent global events—particularly Russia’s
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022—have illuminated the transformative
role of individual political leaders in mobilizing international solidarity and
sustaining geopolitical engagement. The Ukrainian case, and specifically the
leadership of President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, presents a unique and
instructive model of political leadership that successfully bridges national
resilience with international mobilization.

The war in Ukraine has not only tested the endurance of a sovereign
state but also challenged the international community's ability to respond to
blatant violations of international law and human rights. In this context,
President Zelenskyy's leadership has become a central factor in shaping the
narrative of Ukraine's resistance and in forging a global coalition of support.
His ability to articulate Ukraine’s cause to diverse international audiences—
ranging from Western parliaments and multilateral institutions to civil societies
and digital platforms—has been a critical element of Ukraine’s soft power
strategy. Unlike traditional diplomacy, which often unfolds through
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institutional channels, Zelenskyy's direct and emotionally resonant addresses
have humanized the war, enabling global publics to empathize with Ukraine’s
plight and thereby exert pressure on their governments to act [5].

Moreover, Zelenskyy’s leadership illustrates how modern political
leadership in wartime must transcend traditional bureaucratic communication
and leverage the digital sphere. Through persistent use of social media, video
messaging, and live-streamed speeches, he has established a form of "digital
wartime diplomacy" that bypasses formal constraints and generates real-time
political mobilization. This strategic personalization of Ukraine’s political
messaging has effectively transformed Zelenskyy into a symbol of democratic
resistance and moral clarity. The frequent references to universal values such as
freedom, human dignity, and justice have further amplified Ukraine’s moral
authority on the global stage [4].

However, this model of leadership also highlights a structural challenge:
the over-reliance on a single charismatic figure. While effective in the short
term, such personalization of international support creates vulnerabilities in the
long run, especially in the event of leadership transition or narrative fatigue. It
also raises normative questions regarding the sustainability of political
mobilization strategies rooted in individual personas rather than institutional
frameworks. Scholars warn that while emotional resonance is a powerful tool in
digital and wartime communication, it must be balanced with strategic depth
and institutional resilience to ensure long-term impact [2].

Furthermore, the Ukrainian case underscores the ethical dimension of
political leadership. In times of war, ethical behavior and transparent
communication become vital for maintaining both domestic legitimacy and
international trust. Zelenskyy’s adherence to ethical norms, including
transparency, accountability, and human rights advocacy, has contributed to
building a credible and consistent image of Ukraine as a responsible member of
the international community [1]. This ethical consistency has also played a role
in securing sustained support from international organizations, democratic
governments, and transnational civil society actors.

From a broader perspective, political leadership during wartime plays a
catalytic role in shaping new forms of international cooperation. Ukraine’s
active leadership in creating formats like the "Crimea Platform" and pushing
for stronger alliances in areas such as cybersecurity, energy independence, and
humanitarian assistance reflects a new diplomatic agency of small and medium
powers. These initiatives are not only reactive but proactive, aimed at
institutionalizing global solidarity beyond the immediate crisis. Leadership, in
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this sense, becomes not merely a reactive response to aggression but a visionary
capacity to imagine and implement alternative futures.

The transformative impact of Zelenskyy's leadership also reconfigures
conventional understandings of international relations. It challenges the notion
that only major powers and institutions can drive international agenda-setting
and demonstrates how individual agency—when coupled with digital
communication and normative clarity—can reshape geopolitical alignments.
His example provides fertile ground for rethinking the role of leadership in
global politics and incorporating a human-centric, ethical, and digitally savvy
model into the theoretical frameworks of international relations.

The case of Ukraine demonstrates that political leadership is no longer a
marginal or secondary factor in international relations—it is, increasingly, a
central engine of global political dynamics. In the face of existential threats,
effective leadership can unify a nation, sustain morale, and galvanize
international coalitions. The Ukrainian experience underscores the capacity of
leadership to convert tragedy into moral authority, and moral authority into
political action.

Yet, it also invites critical reflection. First, the personalization of
diplomacy, while effective, must be matched with institutional continuity to
ensure resilience. Second, the digitalization of leadership demands new
competencies—strategic communication, narrative construction, ethical
messaging—which should be integrated into diplomatic training and education.
Third, ethical leadership is not optional; in the age of information warfare and
public diplomacy, credibility and trust are strategic assets.

Looking forward, the Ukrainian case should be studied not only as a
unique response to an unprecedented invasion but as a prototype for future
models of political leadership in conditions of hybrid warfare, global
uncertainty, and digital interdependence. Political leaders must be more than
administrators—they must be visionaries, communicators, and ethical stewards
of their nations’ dignity. Ukraine, through its crisis, has offered the world a new
paradigm of wartime leadership—one rooted in courage, communication, and
international engagement. The global community would do well to learn from
it.
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INFORMATION WARFARE AS A THREAT TO
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY: PSYCHOLOGICAL METHODS OF
INFLUENCING POLITICAL BEHAVIOR

In today’s globalized and digitalized world, information has become one
of the most powerful tools in the arsenal of geopolitical influence. Information
warfare is no longer limited to disinformation or propaganda,; it is an integrated
strategy that utilizes psychological methods to affect political behavior,
influence public consciousness, and destabilize societies. The increasing
interdependence of states and the development of global communication
technologies have created new risks that affect international security, national
sovereignty, and the functioning of democratic institutions [1].

257


https://doi.org/10.1080/14703297.2023.2195846
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000381137
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-0786-9_8

Hayxose suoanns

CYYACHI MDKHAPOJIHI BITHOCUHU: AKTYAJIbHI
[TPOBJIEMU TEOPII I IPAKTUKU

MATEPIAJIA
V MIDKHAPOJIHOI HAYKOBO-ITPAKTUYHOT KOH®EPEHIIIT

Bunyckosuii pedakmop —
Crpurynas Mapuna BacuniBaa

PoGortu omyOnikoBaHi B aBTOpchKid penakuii. OprkomiteTr He Hece
BIJINIOBIAJILHOCTI 3a OCTOBIPHICTH iH(pOpMAIi Ta OyAb-IKHX BiJOMOCTEH,
MOJIAHUX Y PYKOIIHCaX.

Papers are published in author’s edition. Organizing committee is not
responsible for the accuracy of the information in the submitted manuscripts.

Miam. mo apyxy 10.06.2025. EnexTpoHHEe BHIAHHS.
®dopmar 60x84/16.
Bupasenp i BurotiBauk JlepxaBHuii yHiBepcuteT «KuiBchKuit
aBlaIliftHAN IHCTUTYT»
03680. Kuis — 58, mpocnekt Jlrobomupa I'yzapa, 1 CBigourso npo
BHECEHHS 10 JlepkaBHOTO peecTpy YKpaiHnu cy0’ekTiB BuIaBHHYOI cipasu [IK
Ne 977 Bix 05.07.2002

766



