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                    Safe as House
1. 1. Translate the following idioms, proverbs and sayings from English to your native language.

Idioms

1. a house of cards - ……………………………………………………………………
2. safe as houses  - ……………………………………………………………………..
3. everything but the kitchen sink - ……………………………………………..……..
4. home from home  - …………………………………………………………………
5. home truth - …………………………………………………………………………
6. home comforts - …………………………………………………………………….
7. to hit the roof - ………………………………………………………………………
8. to get on like a house on fire - ………………………………………………………
9. to eat someone out of house and home - …………………………………………..
10. to get your own house in order - ……………………………………………..…….
11. to be on the house - ………………………………………………………..……….
12. to have a roof over your head - …………………………………………………….
13. to  build castles in the air - …………………………………………………………
14. to throw money down the drain - ………………………………….……………….
15. to have a skeleton in the cupboard / in the closet - …………………………….…
16. to be home and dry - ……………………………………………………………….
17. to make yourself at home - ………………………………………………………...
18. to be homesick  - ………………………………………………………………….
19. to sweep under the carpet - ………………………………………………………...
20. to bring the house down - …………………………………………………………
Proverbs and Sayings
1. A house divided against itself cannot stand. – ………………………………………

2. Burn not your house to fright the mouse away. - ………………………………………..
3. Men make houses, women make homes. - ……………………………………….  4. People who live in glass houses shouldn't throw stones.  - …………………………..
5. My home is my castle.  - …………………………………………………………….
	It’s interesting to know

      The proverb A house divided against itself cannot stand originates from the Bible story according to which Jesus let a man free from the evil spirits, and when unbelievers claimed it was because of his connection with evil, He answered that a house divided against itself cannot stand, which meant that He can’t at the same time be connected with evil and do harm to evil.


2. Match English idioms with their explanations.
	1. safe as houses 
	a. an uncomfortable fact;

	2. get on like a house on fire 
	b. have impossible dreams or plans ;

	3. eat someone out of house and home 
	c. succeed at something and not expect any further problems ;

	4. get your own house in order 
	d. get on very well with someone ;

	5. be on the house 
	e. waste money;

	6. have a roof over your head 
	f. very safe;

	7. build castles in the air 
	g. have an unpleasant secret; 

	8. everything but the kitchen sink 
	h. eat a lot of food; 

	9. throw money down the drain 
	i. when you miss your home;

	10. have a skeleton in the cupboard/in the closet 
	j. tidy up your own affairs before criticizing other people’s; 

	11. home from home 
	k. be free;

	12. be home and dry 
	l. take a lot of things when you go somewhere; 

	13. make yourself at home 
	m. have somewhere to live;

	14. home truth 
	n. a place that is comfortable as your home; 

	15. home comforts 
	o. make yourself comfortable;

	16. homesick
	p. the things that make you feel comfortable.


  
3. Read the sentence and choose the best paraphrase to the italicized idiom 

1. I always tell my friend to make herself at home when she comes over. 

a. act like my home is her home 

b. clean my house 

c. build herself a house 

2. The restaurant owner was so happy and he announced that all drinks were on the house. 

a. should be served outside 

b. should be served warm 

c. were free and paid for by the restaurant owner   
3. Kim and Karen get on like a house on fire.  

a. they are really enemies 

b. they are good friends and do everything together 

c. their house is on fire and they have to escape from it 

4. Unless we find another flat to rent, we won’t have a roof over our heads in two months’ time. 

a. they won’t build the roof in two months  

b. they won’t be able to live in their new house 

c. they won’t have a place to live 
5. If you want to criticize him, I think you should get your own house in order.   

a. be ready for his visiting you 

b. tidy up your own affairs at first 

c. clean your house 

6.  Finally there's one thing you can't just sweep under the carpet and that is the missing roof!

a. forget 

b. remember 

c. ignore 

d. interpret
7. The comedian was really funny. He brought the house down on the weekend.

a. received a lot of applause and praise

b. got fired

c. tore down the old theater in order to build a new one

8. When his father came home and saw the mess, he hit the roof and grounded his son for one month.
a. was enraged

b. was somewhat disasppointed

c. punched the ceiling

4. Match the suitable parts of the saying and proverbs and then write their numbers next to appropriate definitions.

	1. Burn not your house
	a. women make homes.

	2. People who live in glass houses
	b. shouldn't throw stones.

	3. A house divided against itself 
	c. cannot stand

	4. My home is
	d. my castle.

	5. Men make houses,
	e. to fright the mouse away.
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	Do not do something drastic when it is not necessary.

	
	Men are often the ones who build or acquire houses for their families, but women provide the things that make a house into a home.

	
	If the members of a group fight each other, the group will disintegrate. (Often the group under discussion is a family.)

	
	You should not criticize other people for having the same faults that you yourself have.

	
	Your house is the place where you can feel safe.


5. Paraphrase the underlined phrases using appropriate idioms.
1. The organization that looked so solid and dependable turned out to be very weak and can easily be destroyed.
2. The clown sang a duet with the talking horse, which made the people watching it laugh or clap very loudly.

3. The boys have only been back two days and they've already eaten most of the food that I have in my house.
4. I was worried that they wouldn't like each other, but in fact they liked each other very much and became friends very quickly.

5. Don't worry, I've locked your bicycle in the shed - it's very safe. 
6. Complete the sentences with the idioms and proverbs of this unit.
1. "Here," said the waiter, "have a cup of coffee on the house." I went to a restaurant last night. I was the ten thousandth customer, so my dinner was _________________________.
2. You should put your own house in order before you start giving me advice.

3. Their partners began to suspect that the company was a financial house of cards.

4. We didn't have any money, but at least we had a roof over our heads and food in our stomachs.
5. I really like to sit on the porch in the evening, just thinking and building castles in the air.
7. Think about which idiom is described in the paragraphs below.
1. It means totally secure, as in If you buy Treasury bonds, your money will be safe but you won't get a large return. In today's security-conscious climate, where alarm systems to deter housebreaks have become increasingly common, this simile may seem puzzling. Presumably it uses house in the sense of "a shelter from the elements.”
2. This idiom means to hide something. It alludes to sweeping dust under the rug, so it won't be seen.

3. The second variant of this idiom is everything under the sun. Including just about everything, whether appropriate or not. This hyperbolic term may date from the early 1900s but only became widespread in the mid-1900s. The variant employs under the sun in the sense of "everything on earth," a usage dating from about a.d. 1000.

4. The idiom denotes the distress or impairment caused by an actual or anticipated separation from the specific home environment or attachment objects. The term is in origin a loan translation of nostalgia, a learned term coined in Baroque period medicine. The Oxford English Dictionary describes it as a feeling one has when missing home. Feelings of longing are often accompanied by anxiety and depression. These symptoms may range from mild to severe. It frequently occurs when one travels and may be exacerbated by unfamiliar environments or foreign cultural contexts. Homesickness is especially common in youth.

8. Translate the following sentences into idiomatic English.
1. Я не люблю Смитов, у них всегда какие-то секреты относительно их прошлого.

2. Ты что, хочешь купить своему сыну машину?! В таком случае, ты просто выбросишь деньги на ветер.

3. Хватит строить воздушные замки относительно своего будущего, в наше время не существует принцев на белых конях.

4. Питер сказал, что не будет путешествовать с нами, так как он будет сильно скучать по родному дому.
5. Находясь в Вене, мы остановились в гостинице класса «люкс» и чувствовали себя ну просто как дома.

6. Собираясь в дорогу, моя сестра берет целую кучу всякой ерунды, которая совсем не нужна. 

7. Отсутствие штампа на этой бумаге нельзя просто проигнорировать.

9. Answer the following questions.
1. What is the origin of the idiom to have a roof over your head ? In your opinion, is it based on  broadening of meaning or narrowing of it?
2. How can you expand the idiom to throw money down the drain, e.g. to throw money down the tube so that the meaning should be the same? Give your variants.

3. What can be the other endings of the idiom safe as houses? E.g safe as a bank.

4. Can you give explanation of the idiom home truth? What are its roots?

5. What other idioms that contain the phrase a skeleton in the cupboard do you know?

Test

Variant 1.

1. Translate the following sentences into English.
1. Это была его премьера на сцене и, к удивлению всех, он собрал море оваций.
2. Проходите, пожалуйста, в гостиную.  Располагайтесь и чувствуйте себя как дома.

3. Слушай, да этот твой новый товарищ по комнате ведь просто объедает тебя!

4. Прежде чем учить других, как надо жить, ты должен сам научиться делать все правильно.

5. Наша гостиница создает непревзойденную атмосферу домашнего тепла и уюта.

2. Fill in appropriate idioms proverbs into the gaps.
1. You should _________________before you start giving me advice.
2. Jill: Richard sure was drinking a lot at the office party. Jane: I noticed you had quite a few cocktails yourself. ______________________________________
3. When William moved into his own apartment, his mother insisted on choosing and arranging the furniture and decorations for him. "___________________________________," she said, "and I want you to have a home as nice as the one you grew up in."

4. Let’s be realistic, we should stop ______________________ .

5. The husband and wife live happily together  and ________________________ .
3. Match the appropriate idiom with its definition below.

1. given away free by a merchant - …………………………………………………….
2. something that is very secure or certain - …………………………………………
3. to have a place to live – ……………………………………………………………
4. a key or basic truth, especially one that is discomforting to acknowledge – ……… 

5. to have completed something successfully - ……………………………………….

4. a. Explain the following idioms in English; 

1. to hit the roof – ………………………………………………………………….

2. to bring the house down - …………………….………………………………… 

3. to throw money down the drain - …………………………………………………... 

4. to make yourself at home - ………………………………………………………..

5. home from home  - ………………………………………………………………

    b. use them in the sentences of your own.

Variant 2.

1. Translate the following sentences into English.
1. Если Джон приходи домой, а жена не приготовила ему обед, он готов дом разнести.
2. В этом отеле Вы будете чувствовать себя как дома.

3. В честь 10-летия со дня нашего открытия  - заведение угощает!

4. Купить эту дорогую шубу – значит просто выбросить деньги на ветер. 

5. Проигнорировать это правило сейчас означает заплатить штраф потом.

2. Fill in appropriate idioms proverbs into the gaps.
1. I've just got one more report to write and I'll _______________________.

2. The president tried _________the embarrassing incident ____________________.

3. I visit Australia so often, it's become for me _____________________.

4. "The professor ____________________when the student didn't know the answer to a very elementary question"

5. He went away for two weeks, but was terribly  _________________.

3. Match the appropriate idiom with its definition below.

1. to conceal something in the hopes it won't be discovered by others - ………………
2. to get very angry and fly into a rage – ………………………………………………
3. to have somewhere to live – ……………………………………….………………..
4. to have impossible dreams or plans – …………………………………………...…..
5. to succeed at something and not expect any further problems - …………………….
4. a. Explain the following idioms in English; 

1. to  have a skeleton in the cupboard / in the closet - ……………………………….

2. to eat someone out of house and home - …………………….………...…………… 

3.  everything but the kitchen sink - …………………………………………………... 

4. to get your own house in order - …………………………………………………..

5. a house of cards - ……………………………………………..……………………

    b. use them in the sentences of your own.
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