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1.  Translate the following idioms, proverbs and sayings from English to your native language.

Idioms

	1. the answer’s a lemon – ........................................................................................
2. in apple-pie order - ………………………………………………………………...

3. a couch-potato - ……………………………………………………………………

4.not your cup of tea - ……………………………………………………………….

5. egg-head - ............................................................................................................
6. butter-fingers - .....................................................................................................

7. the bread-winner - .................................................................................................

8. a sandwich man - ...................................................................................................

9. a toffee-nosed person - ............................................................................................

10. strong meat - ..........................................................................................................

11. mutton dressed as lamb - ...........................................................................................

12. a sucked orange - ...................................................................................................

13. the rotten apple - ................................................................................................

14. a nut case - ..............................................................................................................

15. a hard nut to crack - ..............................................................................................

16. a land of milk and honey - ........................................................................................

17. a piece of cake - ........................................................................................................

18. small fry / small beer - ……………………………………………………………..
19. like two peas in a pod -  .....................................................................................
20. like butter wouldn't melt in your mouth - …………………………………………

21. full of beans - ……………………………………………………………………..

22. eating for two - …………………………………………………………………….

23. to be the apple of someone's eye - ………………………………………………..
24. to be as nice as pie - ………………………………………………………………
25. to eat humble pie - …………………………………………………………………
26. to have your fingers in every pie - …………………………………………………
27. to be your bread and butter - ………………………………………………………

	28. to be like chalk and cheese- ………………………………………………………
29. to have someone eat out of your hand - …………………………………………
30. to play gooseberry - ………………………………………………………………

	31. to bring home the bacon - ..................................................................................

32. to have a second bite at the cherry - ..................................................................

33. to be in the soup - .............................................................................................

34. to know one’s onions - .....................................................................................

35. to leave smb. with eggs on their face - ..............................................................

36. to live off/on the fat of the land - ..........................................................................

37. to make a meal out of smth. - .................................................................................

38. not to give/care a fig for/about smth/smb. - .........................................................

39. to sow one’s wild oats - ........................................................................................

40. to spill the beans - ...................................................................................................

41. to take smth with a pinch of salt - ...........................................................................

42. to take the biscuit - ..................................................................................................

43. to upset smb’s apple cart - ...................................................................................

44. to have one’s cake and eat it - .................................................................................

45. to cook the fatted calf - .........................................................................................

46. to have eggs on one’s face - .....................................................................................

47. to put all eggs in one basket - ....................................................................................
48. to imbibe with one’s mother milk - ...........................................................................

49. to know which side one’s bread is buttered - ............................................................

50. to go bananas - ..........................................................................................................
51.It smells fishy - ……………………………………………………………………


Proverbs and Sayings
	1. Tastes differ. - ………………………………………………………………….....
2. Don’t live to eat, but eat to live. - …………………………………………………
3. Who has never tasted bitter, knows not what is sweet.- …………………………..
4. Appetite comes with eating. - ……………………………………………………
5. The proof of the pudding is in the eating. - ……………………………………….
6. Hunger is the best source. - ……………………………………………………….
7. One’s man meat is another man’s poison. - ………………………………………

8. Life is not all beer and skittles/ all cakes and ale. – ................................................
9. Too many cooks spoil the broth. - ..........................................................................
10.There is no point crying over spilt milk. – .............................................................

11. The fat is on the fire. - ............................................................................................


2. Match the idioms to their definitions on the right.

	1. to be the apple of someone's eye
2. in apple-pie order
3. to be as nice as pie
4. to eat humble pie
5. eating for two
6. to have your fingers in every pie
7. full of beans
8. to be your bread and butter
9. to be like chalk and cheese
10. a couch-potato
11. to have someone eat out of your hand 

12. like butter wouldn't melt in your mouth 

13. not your cup of tea
14. it smells fishy
15. play gooseberry
16. small fry / small beer

	a) something that you don't like much;

b) someone who never goes out or exercises;

c) something or someone unimportant;

d) be someone's favourite person;

e) have to take back what you said, because you have been proved wrong;

f) be full of energy;

g) be completely different;

h) in perfect order;

i) appear innocent;

j) something that is suspicious;

k) go somewhere with a couple who would prefer to be on their own;

l) be extremely nice and charming, so that you can fool people;

m) be your main source of income;

n) have control over someone;

o) be involved in many different things;

p) be pregnant and so eating more


3. Fill in the sentences with the appropriate idioms in the correct form from the list above.

1. You're  __________________________today - it's nice to see you so lively!

2. Although they run a taxi service, car sales are their _____________________________________.

3. I'd rather not come to the cinema with you two - I'd just feel I was __________________________.

4. Her house was _________________________________, with nothing out of place.

5. When I asked her about the missing money, she tried to look _______________________________.

6. Good news, darling. The doctor says I'm  ___________________________now!

7. Football isn't _____________________________.

8. She can be _________________________________, but don't trust her!

9. She's __________________her father's__________________.

10. I don't know why they got married - they're ___________________________________.
11. Also my nephew is __________________________ but he won’t advertise the goods he doesn’t like.

12. Tom was ___________________ in his family. His father and his brother were prosperous lawyers, his sister was a brilliant economist and Tom was a hippie who spent all days long with his friends singing songs and opposing to the traditional standards of society.

13. “Where’s John?” – “I’ve sent him to the cellar to bring two bottles of wine.” – “What have you done? John is a hopeless drunkard and this “cellar is ___________________ for him”. You may be sure he won’t return soon.”
14. When Tony’s wife got to know about her husband’s decision to invest all their money in one dubious project she asked him to think it all over once again and not to ________________________ their ______________ .

15. Sylvester Stallone is an idol for a lot of boys because his character’s intellect and strength are __________________ for his enemies to resist.
4. Choose the right variant to explain the meaning of following idioms.

1.You shouldn't worry about the exam because you have prepared well and you'll probably find it a piece of cake.
(a) easy to digest
(b) easy to read
(c) easy to start
 (d) very easy

2.The trouble with you is that you are a bit selfish and your sole philosophy is to have your cake and eat it.

(a) expect too much of life

(b) lead a life of pleasure

(c) spend your life eating

(d) eat too much

3.When he heard that the necklace had been stolen, he dropped it like a hot potato.

(a) he let it fall from his hands

(b) he suddenly lost interest in it

(c) he gave it to somebody else

(d) he hid it in the fridge

4. He sits and watches TV all day and has turned into a veritable couch potato.

(a) a good sleeper
(b) an enthusiast
(c) a very lazy person
(d) a deep thinker

5.Thanks to you we're really in the soup now and I don't honestly know why I ever listen to you.

(a) in an interesting situation

(b) in deep trouble

(c) in an unusual situation

(d) in rough water

6.As he had been away from home for some years, they decided on his return to cook the fatted calf.

(a) have a big celebration

(b) go out for a meal

(c) employ a top chef

(d) eat as much as they liked

7.There's something very fishy about that story he told us because I can't quite get to the bottom of it.

(a) to do with the sea
(b) connected with fish 
(c) suspicious    (d) strong smelling

8.Their mother always describes her twin sons as like two peas in a pod.

(a) both round in shape

(b) both full of fun

(c) both saying the same thing

(d) both looking exactly alike

9.After what he said and after what has happened he certainly seems to have got egg on his face.

(a) have made a fool of himself

(b) have lost a lot of money

(c) have said the wrong thing

(d) have made the wrong decision

10.He always took advice from his parents about being careful and never put all his eggs in one basket.

(a) carried too much in one hand

(b) relied too much on one plan

(c) decided to do anything dangerous

(d) planned anything exciting
5. Paraphrase the following sentences using the idioms. 

1. I’m not sure about this matter  - it’s too strange.

2. I don’t like his behavior, he always makes other people do what he wants.

3. Jane was most favourite of all the girls for Robert. 

4. He’s always watching TV and sitting on his sofa, he never goes out!

5. If you want to start this your business, you should consult him to begin with, he knows here everything. 
6. What we have today is such a little thing as compared with that we had before.

7. This new job of him is the main way to earn the living. 
8. We hoped to give the bicycle to Sue as a birthday surprise, but it turned out Max has told about it before the party.

9. You’ve made up hundreds of extraordinary excuses, but this one is really better than others. It’s the strangest thing I’ve ever heard.

10. They say my application hasn’t been successful. But I’m going to try again next year.

11. Stella may not excel at sports, but she has good knowledge when mathematics is the case.

12. Stop telling me about your family problems. I am not interested in your private matters at all.

13. Alan is known to make up the most incredible stories. Anything he says shouldn’t be taken very seriously.

14. When his poor father died, it was the young boy who had to work hard to earn money for his family.
15. It’s believed that it’s good for a young man to enjoy himself  before one settles down and gets married.

6. Insert the right word to complete these idioms and then put the idioms into your own words. 
1. “I reckon the Boltons have nothing to complain about living their extravagant lifestyle.” “Certainly, not. They do live off the _______________ of the land.”

2. We were to have left for Venice in May, but John’s sudden illness upset our _______________ cart for good.

3.I’ve heard Michael’s wife has found out about his love affair. It looks like he’s in the ______________.

4. Robin went furious reading the critical article about himself in one of the papers. It did leave him with ______________________ on his face.

5. Don’t run away with any baseless opinions about the play before watching it. Don’t you know that the proof of the ___________________ is in the eating?

6. It’s a waste of time writing such a long report on such a minor event. I wouldn’t make a/an __________________ of it if I were in your place.

7. Don’t pay attention to this man. He is a __________ case.

8. I think that they will kill Mr. Thomas. They have pumped all secrets out of him and now he is a sucked ________________ .

9. I think that we should choose Edward as captain of our team. He is an _______ head and he is a ready-witted person with quick reaction.

10. I don’t like your friend Andrew because he is a ______________________ person and he condescends to all other people except those who are richer and more influential than he is.
7. Match the idioms in the text with their definitions. Find Russian equivalents to these idioms. 
Bob works hard to bring home the bacon1, and put bread and butter2 on his family's table. Every morning, he drags himself to his desk at the bank and faces his tedious 10-hour-a-day job. His boss, Mark, is a bad egg3 but has somehow taken a liking to Bob so he always speaks well of Bob in front of Mr. Davies, the owner and big cheese4 of the company. Mark tells Mr. Davies that Bob's the cream of the crop5 and is one smart cookie6 who uses his noodles7. Mark likes to chew the fat8 with Bob during coffee break and discusses half-baked9 company plans with him because he trusts Bob and knows that Bob won't spill the beans10 behind his back. On these occasions, Bob tries to avoid any hot potatoes11 and, even if Mark isn't his cup of tea12, Bob makes an effort to butter him up13by leading Mark into discussions about electronic gadgets which Mark is nuts about14. Bob really thinks that Mark is out to lunch15 and nutty as a fruitcake16, but in a nutshell17, if he polishes the apple18, his job could become a piece of cake19 and maybe one day he will find his gravy train20.
	A
	boss

	B
	food

	C
	very easy

	D
	on the table but still unofficial

	E
	the best

	F
	continues to be servile and brown-nose his boss

	G
	scoundrel

	H
	make a living

	I
	is an intelligent person

	J
	show admiration

	K
	basically

	L
	share confidential information

	M
	means to a big income with little effort

	N
	chat

	O
	thinks

	P
	a little out of touch with reality

	Q
	problematic issues

	R
	a little crazy

	S
	really likes

	T
	the type of person he likes


8. Guess the idioms.
1. This idiom may be related to the expressions “takes the cake” and “cakewalk” which both probably derive from the 19th-century African-American competitions that awarded a cake to the couple who strutted most gracefully and stylishly around it.

2. This idiom probably dates back to the ancient Greek method of placing black or white beans in a jar to cast votes. If someone spilled the jar of beans, the election results would be known prematurely.

3. Perhaps it’s simply that the pig’s a valuable commodity. Or perhaps it refers to the baron in the English town of Dunmow in the early 1300s who offered a free side of bacon to any married couple who could swear by God that they had not fought in a year and a day. Another theory is that it refers to the popular county fair game that involved chasing and catching a greased pig. The prize? The pig, of course. The phrase grew in popularity after prizefighter Joe Gans, who had won the lightweight championship in 1902, telegrammed his mother that he was .................................. Sports writers immediately picked it up.
4. Some etymologists trace this phrase back to Pliny the Elder (AD 23–79), who found an antidote to various poisons that called for a pinch of salt—so poison taken with a grain of salt wasn’t so serious. But the phrase has been in use in English only since the 17th century, and makes more sense in the context of the dinner table: Food eaten with salt just goes down easier.

5.  The earliest recorded use of this comes from an Old English work attributed to King Alfred of Wessex (AD 849–899), who was referring to the apple-shaped pupil. Describing someone as ............................ meant that he or she was as precious as eyesight. More modern references of this phrase turn up in the King James version of the Bible and Shakespeare.

9. Translate the sentences into English, using phraseological units given above.

1. Он сейчас живет благодаря своей работе, изготовление сувениров – это его хлеб.

2. Решила я вначале попробовать себя в театральном искусстве, но вскоре поняла, что это не мой конек.

3. Мне нравится вон та зеленая шляпа с ленточкой, хотя моя мама предпочитает белую и без украшений, но это дело вкуса, а о вкусах, как известно, не спорят.

4. Кто бы мог подумать, что она способна на такое! А на вид  - сама безобидность.

5. И как они могли вообще пожениться, они же совершенно разные!

6. Мириам прожила всю жизнь в роскоши, и став богатой наследницей, совершенно не ценит свое положение. Кто никогда не пробовал горького, не знает, что такое сладкое.

7. Малышка Джейн была зеницей ока для старого Джолиона, который давно потерял своих детей.

8. Тебе нельзя так много бегать по утрам, Марии это полезно, а для твоего здоровья может быть опасным. Что для одного еда, для другого яд.

9. После дня, проведенного на берегу моря, Сэм ел все, что попадалось под руку. Голод – лучшая приправа. 

10. Если на пикник поедете вы с Дейзи, я лучше останусь дома, не хочу быть третьим лишним.

11. Я сыта по горло вашими постоянными упреками в мой адрес. Вы всегда считали меня паршивой овцой и ставили мне в пример моего брата-умника.

12. Девушка молча проглотила обиду, потому что ей нужно было вызволить своего друга из беды.

13. Мне неприятно общаться самодовольными людьми, потому что они никого, кроме себя, не видят и не слышат.
14. В этой элегантной женщине никто не мог признать молодящуюся старушку. Только предательски вздувшиеся на руках вены предательски выдавали ее возраст.

15. Мэри – отличный ветеринар. Любовь к животным она впитала с молоком матери.
10. Answer the following questions.

1. Think of something you’ve heard recently on the grapevine. What was it?
2. Why are wealthy people known as toffee-nosed?
3. Do you usually eat humble pies? Describe the last time when you’ve eaten humble pies.
4. Is sowing your wild oats a good or a bad thing?
5.  How can you understand the proverb Fine words butter no parsnips?
Test

Variant 1.

1. Fill in the sentences with the appropriate idioms in the correct form.
1. “You mean to tell me you left your money on the bus. You must be ....................!”

2. A little puppy was ..................................... Jane’s ..................... . When she had to part with it, that broke her heart.

3. The manners and customs of the country didn’t allow a young girl to stay with a young gentleman. That’s why Mrs. Dean ............................................ to young Ann and a young gentleman.

4. Other equivalents of the idiom “...............................................” are “life is not a bed of roses.”
5.”.............................! You won’t make me do this. I have a good head on my shoulders!”
2. a. Explain the meaning of the following idioms and make up sentences with them.

1. mutton dressed as a lamb

2. to know which side one’s bread is buttered.

3. the bread-winner

4. to upset smb’s apple cart

5. strong meat
b. Give Russian equivalents to them.
3.Translate the sentences into English using the idioms.

1. Он впитал с молоком матери ненависть к старому режиму.

2. Когда Том узнал, что в скором времени состоится распродажа подержанных вещей на благотворительном базаре (jumble sale), он тут же принялся за организацию палаток и киосков. Он всегда во все вмешивался.

3. Это спутало нам все карты. Мы не можем приглашать репортеров, когда наши рабочие бастуют.

4. Не вкладывай все деньги в строительство сети гостиниц. Не рискуй всем!

5. Держи язык за зубами! Когда понадобится твой совет, мы к тебе обратимся
4.Dwell upon the topic.

Life is not all beer and skittles

Variant II

1. Fill in the sentences with the appropriate idioms in the correct form
1. “My friend’s father is a weak-willed person. He doesn’t earn enough money to provide for the family and doesn’t try to change this state of affairs. The real ___________________ of this family is my friend’s mother who is a woman of decision.”

2. The General Knowledge examination was terribly easy. It was ............................... .

3. One of the robbers .............................. his friend’s ................. when he went to the police station to give himself up.

4. One old earl .................................... when he got to know that his daughter had married the man she loved without his consent.
5. You should keep an eye on that fellow. He’s ............................................... and you don’t know what his next step will be.
2. a. Explain the meaning of the following idioms and make up sentences with them.

1. the rotten apple

2. to look as if butter would melt in one’s mouth

3. to play gooseberry
4. to have egg on one’s face
5. a sandwich man
3.Translate the sentences into English using the idioms.
1. Ты третий раз роняешь меч. Ну и растяпа!

2. Ну уж дудки! Я больше не буду работать за гроши!

3. Мне нравится общаться с эрудированными людьми, потому что общение в ними стимулирует повышение своего интеллектуального уровня.

4. Ты должен выбрать, что ты хочешь больше. Нельзя хотеть все и сразу.

5. Когда-то еще в детстве, когда у меня что-то не получилось и я побежал к маме со слезами на глазах, она сказала, что нужно быть сильным, что жизнь прожить – не поле перейти.
4.Dwell upon the topic.

One’s man meat is another man’s poison.
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